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SUBJECT: JAPANESE GROUND DEPENSE COMMANDER TO VISIT ROK 

1 . BLUE HOUSE PROTOCOL AND POREIGN APPAIRS 
SECRETARY, YI KWANG-PYO, TOLD POLCOUNS SEPTEMBER 23 
THAT JAPAN'S GROUND DEPENSE PORCE CHIEF WOULD 
ARRIVE KOREA END OP SEPTEMBER TO ATTEND OCTOBER 1 

ARMED FORCES DAY CELEBRATIONS AND HOLD PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS 

WITH HIGH LEVEL ROK MND OFPICIALS. THE VISIT, WHICH 

YI NOTED WAS PIRST OP ITS KIND, WOULD POR THE MOST 

PART BE PORMAL AND WOULD TAKE PLACE IN CONTEXT OVERALL 

ARMED FORCES DAY CELEBRATION TO WHICH MANY FOREIGN 

VISITORS HAVE BEEN INVITED. DISCUSSIONS WILL CONSIST 

OP "INFORMATION EXCHANGES." YI WAS VERY DEFINITE THAT 

NO ONE EXPECTED DIRECT JAPANESE MILITARY 

INVOLVEMENT OR DEPENSE SUPPORT TO COME UP; IN PACT NO ONE 

IN THE BLUE HOUSE WAS CONTEMPLATING ANY SUCH KIND OP 

SUPPORT FROM THE JAPANESE. 
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2. EXPANDING ON LATTER POINT, YI WENT ON TO COMMENT 
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ABOUT MEANING OF PRESIDENT PARK'S STATEMENT RECENTLY 
CITED BY NEW YORK TIMES REPORTER RICHARD HALLORAN 
(NYT AUG 21, 1975) TO EFFECT THAT lAPAN SHOULD 
FILL OUT THIRD SIDE OF THE US/KOREAN/JAPANESE SECURITY 
RELATIONSHIP. PRESIDENT, SAID YI, WAS SIMPLY REFERRING 
TO NEED FOR MORE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROM JAPAN WHICH 
WOULD FREE KOREAN BUDGET FUNDS FOR SECURITY PURPOSES. 

PARK WOULD HAVE CLARIFIED THIS POINT IN HIS STATEMENT 
TO HALLORAN YI SAID BUT HALLORAN HAD NOT PURSUED 
QUESTION. 

SNEIDER 
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